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BUNNY RUN 

Good Friday 10th April 

Phil and Agnes Leech have stepped into the breach and they have 

arranged a Bunny Run. A rough outline is on the web site. The 

arrangements are as usual to meet at the Charnock Richard services 

on the M6 northbound for a 10-00 departure. There will a meal in the 

evening for those who are interested at the Royal 

Oak , Garstang. The actual itinerary will depend upon 

the weather. 

It is an ideal opportunity to get the 

car out of its winter mothball and 

blow the cobwebs off.  So see you all 

on 10th April. 

 

February 
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Red Rose Lancashire weekend 

26th to 28th June 2009. 

There will be a meeting on 29th March, 12-00, at the Antrobus Arms to 

discuss  and finalise arrangements  for the weekend. As this event is a 

new addition to the Red Rose calendar it is important that there is a good 

turn out especially of those willing to volunteer to help at the event. 

Don’t Forget—29th March at 12-00noon 

TR4A, TR5 and TR6 

Front Suspension 

Shortcomings 

This is not meant to be a complex 

technical article. It is to provide 

information from our experience 

which will assist owners to 

identify whether their car is 

vulnerable to front suspension 

failure and set out the options.  

The problem has recently 

manifested itself on at least two of 

the Red Rose Group member’s 

cars. 

If the failure occurs the car is 

immobilised and usually requires 

the services of a recovery truck. In 

my case it occurred less than a 

mile from home and the car 

remained driveable with care. (No 

b r o k e n  s p a n n e r  a w a r d 

appropriate!)  Although, on 

reflection, I’m not sure that it was 

wise thing to do with knowledge 

that I now have.  

The weakness is where the front 

suspension lower wishbones are 

mounted on the chassis. The 

bracket welded to the chassis fails 

by breaking away, allowing one of 

the two wishbone arms, usually 

the rear of the two, to float about. 

The problem can occur on either 

the near or offside, the nearside 

being more usual. 



at worst make you eligible for the 

Broken Spanner Trophy.  

If you require more in depth 

information then you should refer 

to the TR restoration manual, 

“How to Restore Triumph 

TR5/250 & TR6” by Roger 

Williams. There is usually a copy 

for sale on e-Bay, or Martin Hill 

has a copy available for reference. 

John Thorp 
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I understand the problem is 

common to all TR4A’s, TR5’s, 

TR250’s and early TR6’s. Some 

cars may have been modified 

during a previous restoration. 

Comparing your car’s front 

suspension mountings with the 

pictures in the Moss Spares 

catalogue page 154/155 showing 

the original  brackets and 

reinforcing kit, will help you to 

decide if your car is vulnerable to 

failure. The rear bracket, the one 

prone to failure can easily be seen 

with the front wheel removed.  

Prevention is by far the best course 

of action. Fitting the reinforcing 

plates before failure is possible at a 

modest cost. Total failure, fitting 

new bracket, reinforcing plates 

added to the cost of recovery is an 

expens ive  bus iness .  Also 

extremely inconvenient and could 

Cheap & Cheerful 

I like the idea of a cheap and 
cheerful classic that can be 
used on a daily basis, and had 
bought ‘Harriet’ the Herald 
which was cheap and cheerful 
and had 4 seats!!  After 3 years 
of living outside and being 
thrashed all the time 50HP!! 
She was showing signs of 
needing major work. By chance 
a neighbor told me of a TR8 
that another neighbor was 
selling. I had seen this car 
around years ago, but never 
knew who owned it. 

I called round and after 



introductions the garage door 
was opened to reveal a FHC 
TR8 ????  - it was of course a 
V8 conversion. Covered in ½” 
of dust it hadn’t moved in over 
4 years. It looked in good 

condition but wouldn’t start (flat 
battery). I arranged to re-visit 
in 2 days , and Ste the owner 
gave me a wad of receipts 
showing all the previous work 
done.  2 days later I called 
back to find the car stuck in the 
garage with a seized clutch, 
we pushed it outside and I 
started the engine - WOW 
sounds awesome. I gave it the 

once over. Electrics – working, 
bodywork – ok a few rust 
bubbles and scabs, underside- 
seems solid but the underseal 
is flaky, tyres all ok. So with a 
bit of gear grinding and engine 

revving the clutch comes free 
with a bang. I test drive it up to 
my house – S**t the brakes 
hardly work. Rosemary rolls 
her eyes in dismay and 
Victoria announces she will 
never be seen in it. So it’s a 
result I drive back and do the 
deal.  Cheap – oh yes.  
Cheerful- you bet.  
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A week later I pick ‘Pinky’ up, 
straight into my garage and 
onto axle stands. 1 hr later the 
truth is revealed, under the 
flaky underseal more and more 
holes appear. The petrol tank 
expires on me, as I wipe over a 
patch of flaky underseal it 
springs a leak and dumps over 
8 gallons of petrol out. My plan 
to have it back on the road in 
3-4 weeks evaporates quicker 
than the petrol pool on the 
garage floor. Cheap- not as.  
Cheerful- not anymore. 

By luck Tameside college need 
a donor car for the students to 
practice on, I play my ‘get out 
of jail free’ card and the 
weldathon begins. A big thanks 
to Pete , Gareth and the 
students. At the same time I 
change the petrol tank and 
finish off lots of other minor 
jobs. 6 weeks later the MOT is 
booked Cheap – not as bad as 
I thought.   Cheerful- beginning 
to come back.  

MOT day arrives – it fails 
miserably , and with my trip to 
the Classic Le Mans 3 days 
away I give up and ask the 

MOT garage to sort it out. A 
week later I pick ‘Pinky’ up and 
with a fresh MOT in hand set 
off home. My cheerfulness is 
short lived as the steering 
wheel shakes so violently over 
40 MPH it’s un-drivable. I limp 
to a local tyre specialist ,who 
diagnose deformed remolds!!!  
Cheap – No. Cheerful -gone. 

Never mind I now have a 
useable car!! No chance. It 
soon becomes clear that it 
leaks like a sieve, runs as 
rough as sand paper and the 
electrics decide to go haywire. 
The next 6 months are spent 
trying to plug the leaks which 
appear everywhere. Getting to 
grips with the electrics as the 
headlights  wont go up then do 
a Mexican wave, then Lucas 
the prince of darkness leaves 
me stranded in rush hour traffic 
in the rain on numerous 
occasions. Also the realization 
that half the carburetor is 
missing and the other half is so 
worn it has to be stripped and 
re-built. Cheap- sort of. 
Cheerful – what do you think?? 

So was it worth it ?? Well true 
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love never runs smooth, and 
boy do I love that V8 growl. 
Cheap – well where else can 
you get as much fun for so little 
money than with a wedge. 
Cheerful- yes (well until the 
next problem).     

Nigel Moss     . 

6 
www redrosetrs.co.uk 

TR REGISTER RED ROSE CAR SHOWS 

2009  

Apologies for being late with this years details but I now have the show 

dates Red Rose will be attending this year. (Editor's note: even humbler 

apologies from me for being late with this issue!) 

Tatton Park 

Sat/Sun 30/31 May 

Sat/Sun 22/23 Aug 

Demand is always great for these shows so please book early. I will book 

40 places for each show on a first come first served basis. 

If you are attending  please arrive early and be prepared to stay until after 

the prize giving on each day. 

These shows are free so if you want to display your pride and joy and 

enjoy a weekend of classic cars then let me know. 

Booking information is at the bottom of the page. 

Woodvale 

Sat/Sun 1/2 Aug 

Newsletter Subscriptions 

This issue includes reminders for 

those who have not renewed the 

subscription for 2009. This will be 

the last newsletter unless subs are 

paid. If you receive a reminder and 

you have paid–  mea culpa. Please 

let me know so that I can update 

my records 
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The Club stand at this show grows each year and is a great weekend for 

the family. 

As with Tatton you can book for 1 or 2 days. Sunday being the most 

popular.  

The cost for this show is £5.50 each car and is payable on booking or at 

the earliest opportunity. (All fees go to charity) 

Camping is available at all the shows if you wish to stay the weekend, but 

please be aware that facilities are limited at either site 

With no showers and limited food outlets. Still if you enjoy the fresh air 

and a glass or two come and join the show team from Friday night 

onwards at Tatton or Saturday night at Woodvale. 

Booking Information 

 

By E-mail     tonytr@blueyonder.co.uk 

By Phone 01704 380821 

At the Antrobus arms  

Please provide the following information 

Name and postal address for tickets 

Car type and registration 

Days you would like to attend. 

Many Thanks 

 

Tony Shearin 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Group Leader Chris Briggs 01625 583676  Chris@abbey100.com 

Treasurer Martin Hill 01706  847777  mghill@ntlworlb.com 

Newsletter Cliff Foster 0151 342 1502  2 Hilltop Lane, Heswall   

       Wirral, CH60 2TT   

       cliffaud@tiscali.co.uk 

Webmaster Steve Dyne    stevedyne@freeola.com    

Events  Sandra Baran 01625 583676  Sandra@abbey100.com   

  John/Ann Thorp  0161 941 6180  john.ann.thorp@ic24.net 

  Ann/Bill Redrobe  01744 812886  bill@redrobe.com 

Shows  Tony Shearin 01704 380821  tonytr@blueyonder.co.uk 

Future Events 

March 

8th  Antobus meet and run to 

 Norton Priory 

24th  Dog & Partridge meet  

April  

10th Bunny Run 

12th Antrobus meet 

28th Dog & Partridge meet  

May 

1st—3rd Traws Cambria Weekend 

4th  Gawsworth Hall 

10th  Antrobus meet—breakfast  

 run to Cosford museum 

 

 

 

6th/17th  Runswick Bay 

26th Dog & Partridge meet 

June 

14th  Antrobus and  breakfast run 

 to Ness Gardens 

23rd  Dog & Partridge meet  

26th to 28th Red Rose 

Lancashire weekend 


